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The history of Spain dates to the Antiquity when the pre-Roman peoples of the Mediterranean coast of the 
Iberian Peninsula made contact with the Greeks and Phoenicians and the first writing systems known as 
Paleohispanic scripts were developed. In 1479, the Catholic Monarchs, Isabella | of Castile and Ferdinand II of 
Aragon, unified Spain as a dynastic union of disparate predecessor kingdoms (the Crown of Castile, the Crown 
of Aragon and smaller realms); its modern form of a constitutional monarchy was introduced in 1813, and the 
current democratic constitution dates to 1978. After the completion of the Reconquista, the Crown of Castile 
began to explore across the Atlantic Ocean in 1492, expanding into the New World and marking the beginning 
of the Golden Age under the Spanish Empire. The kingdoms of Spain were brought in personal union under 
Habsburg rule in 1516. Until the 1650s, Habsburg Spain was the one of most powerful states in Europe and the 
world. The era of Bourbon Spain began in 1700. Spain continued to control a vast empire until the early 19th 
century. During this period, Spain was involved in all major European wars, including the Italian Wars, the 
Eighty Years' War, and the Thirty Years' War. Spanish power declined in the latter part of the 17th century. 

In the early part of the 19th century, most of the former Spanish Empire overseas disintegrated with the 
Spanish American wars of independence. Only Cuba and the Philippines and a number of small islands left; 
they revolted near the end of what had been a century of great instability for Spain, and the United States 
acquired ownership (or control, in the case of Cuba) after the Spanish-American War of 1898. A tenuous 
balance between liberal and conservative forces was struck in the establishment of a constitutional monarchy 
in Spain during the Borbonic restoration; this period began in 1874 and ended in 1931. The Liberal Party 
(Praxedes Mateo Sagasta) and Conservative Party (Antonio Canovas del Castillo) fought for and won short- 
lived control without any being sufficiently strong to bring about lasting stability. 


They were alternately in power. The Restoration began with Alfonso XII 
and the Regency of Maria Christina (1874-1898). Alfonso XII died aged 
27 in 1885, and was succeeded by his unborn son, who became Alfonso 
XIII (1902-1923). Then came the dictatorship of General Primo de Rivera 
(1923-1930). Opposition to his regime was so great that Alfonso XIII 
stopped supporting him and forced him to resign in January 1930. In 
1931, following a victory by the republicans, in municipal elections, 
Alfonso XIII left Spain and the democratic republic was proclaimed in 
Spain. The Conservative Party disappeared shortly after the 
proclamation of the Republic in 1931. Five years later the country 
descended into the Spanish Civil War between the Republican and the 
Nationalist factions. The nationalist victory in the conflict installed a 
dictatorship, led by Francisco Franco, that lasted until 1975. The country 
experienced rapid economic growth in the 1960s and early 1970s. With 
the death of Franco in November 1975 Spain returned to the monarchy, 
this time headed by Juan Carlos I, and to democracy. With a fresh 
Constitution voted in 1978, Spain entered the European Economic 
Community in 1986 (transformed into the European Union with the 
Maastricht Treaty of 1992), and the Eurozone in 1998. 


Roman Hispania (2nd century BC - 5th century AD) 


Hispania was the name used for the Iberian Peninsula under Roman rule from the 2nd century BC. The 
populations of the peninsula were gradually culturally Romanized, and local leaders were admitted into the 
Roman aristocratic class.The Romans improved existing cities, such as Tarragona (Tarraco), and established 
others like Zaragoza (Caesaraugusta), Merida (Augusta Emerita), Valencia (Valentia), Leon ("Legio Septima"), 
Badajoz ("Pax Augusta"), and Palencia. The peninsula's economy expanded under Roman tutelage. Hispania 
supplied Rome with food, olive oil, wine and metal. The emperors Trajan, Hadrian, and Theodosius I, the 
philosopher Seneca, and the poets Martial, Quintilian, and Lucan were born in Hispania. Hispanic bishops 
held the Council of Elvira around 306. After the fall of the Western Roman Empire in the 5th century, parts of 
Hispania came under the control of the Germanic tribes of Vandals, Suebi, and Visigoths. The collapse of the 
Western Roman Empire did not lead to the same wholesale destruction of Western classical society as 
happened in areas like Roman Britain, Gaul and Germania Inferior during the Early Middle Ages, although the 
institutions and infrastructure did decline. Spain's present languages, its religion, and the basis of its laws 
originate from this period. The centuries of uninterrupted Roman rule and settlement left a deep and enduring 
imprint upon the culture of Spain. 


Gothic Hispania (5th-8th centuries) 


The first Germanic tribes to invade Hispania arrived in the 5th century, as the Roman Empire 
decayed. The Visigoths, Suebi, Vandals and Alans arrived in Hispania by crossing the Pyrenees 
mountain range, leading to the establishment of the Suebi Kingdom in Gallaecia, in the 
northwest, the Vandal Kingdom of Vandalusia (Andalusia), and finally the Visigothic Kingdom in 
Toledo. The Romanized Visigoths entered Hispania in 415. After the conversion of their 
monarchy to Roman Catholicism and after conquering the disordered Suebic territories in the 
northwest and Byzantine territories in the southeast, the Visigothic Kingdom eventually 
encompassed a great part of the Iberian Peninsula. 

As the Roman Empire declined, Germanic tribes invaded the former empire. Some were 
foederati, tribes enlisted to serve in Roman armies, and given land within the empire as 
payment, while others, such as the Vandals, took advantage of the empire's weakening 
defenses to seek plunder within its borders. Those tribes that survived took over existing 
Roman institutions, and created successor-kingdoms to the Romans in various parts of Europe 
Hispania was taken over by the Visigoths after 410. At the same time, there was a process of 
"Romanization" of the Germanic and Hunnic tribes settled on both sides of the limes (the 
fortified frontier of the Empire along the Rhine and Danube rivers). 


Visigothic rule 


Visigothic King Roderic haranguing his 
troops before the Battle of Guadalete 

The Visigothic Kingdom conquered all of Hispania 
and ruled it until the early 8th century, when the 
peninsula fell to the Muslim conquests. The 
Muslim state in Hispania came to be known as Al- 
Andalus. After a period of Muslim dominance, the 
medieval history of Spain is dominated by the long 
Christian Reconquista or "reconquest" of the 
Iberian Peninsula from Muslim rule. The 
Reconquista gathered momentum during the 12th 
century, leading to the establishment of the 
Christian kingdoms of Portugal, Aragon, Castile 
and Navarre and by 1250, had reduced Muslim 
control to the Emirate of Granada in the south-east 
of the peninsula. Muslim rule in Granada survived 
until 1492, when it fell to the Catholic Monarchs. 


Hispania never saw a decline in interest in classical culture to the degree oi 

observable in Britain, Gaul, Lombardy and Germany. The Visigoths, having RENNIE The greatest extent of 
assimilated Roman culture and its language during their tenure as foederati, J) > == _o( aera aie 
tended to maintain more of the old Roman institutions, and they had a Ce  Tertory tose steer 
unique respect for legal codes that resulted in continuous frameworks and —" ' oe 
historical records for most of the period between 415, when Visigothic rule 
in Hispania began, and 711 when it is traditionally said to end.[28] The Liber 
ludiciorum or Lex Visigothorum (654), also known as the Book of Judges, 
which Recceswinth promulgated, based on Roman law and Germanic 
customary laws, brought about legal unification by applying it to the entire 
population both Goths and Hispano-Romans. According to the historian 
Joseph F. O'Callaghan, at that time they already considered themselves one 
people, the process of population unification had been completed, and 
together with the Hispano-Gothic nobility they called themselves the gens 
Gothorum. In the early Middle Ages, the Liber ludiciorum was known as the 
Visigothic Code and also as the Fuero Juzgo. Its influence on law extends to 
the present day. The proximity of the Visigothic kingdoms to the 
Mediterranean and the continuity of western Mediterranean trade, though in 
reduced quantity, supported Visigothic culture. The Visigothic ruling class 
looked to Constantinople for style and technology. 


; Frankish Kingdom 


irmorica 


Burg undiays 


\ 


i 


Aquitanica 


The greatest extent of 
the Visigothic 
= os” ae Kingdom of Toulouse, 
; hc c. 500, showing 
Territory lost after 
Carthahiensis Vouillé in light orange 


m \ 


Settlement 


Vasconia 
a 


Baetica 


> 


; ~~ 


a 
e \ 
SS SE ae 


—_ 
saXS 


is ie 4 


2 ay mms 


Verraco (in Ciudad Rodrigo); about 400 such large, granite 
animals have been found, dating to between the 4" and 1* 
centuries BCE. Some are clrearly foros, some may be cerdos. 


Ruins of a Celtic village in in Galicia. Very little physical 


material remains from the Celtic era outside the region of 
Galicia. 
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Islamic al-Andalus and the Christian 
Reconquest (8th-15th centuries) 
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The Arab Islamic conquest dominated most of North ee tothe Musim 
Africa by 710 AD. In 711 an Islamic Berber conquering La ON ee 

party, led by Tariq ibn Ziyad, was sent to Hispania to a es 

intervene in a civil war in the Visigothic Kingdom. 

Tariq's army contained about 7,000 Berber horsemen, 

and Musa bin Nusayr is said to have sent an additional 

5,000 reinforcements after the conquest. Crossing the 

Strait of Gibraltar, they won a decisive victory in the 

summer of 711 when the Visigothic King Roderic was 

defeated and killed on July 19 at the Battle of 

Guadalete. Tariq's commander, Musa, quickly crossed 

with Arab reinforcements, and by 718 the Muslims 

were in control of nearly the whole Iberian Peninsula. 

The advance into Western Europe was only stopped in 

what is now north-central France by the West 

Germanic Franks under Charles Martel at the Battle of ee al-Andalus at its 
Tours in 732. greatest extent, 720 
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The Moorish Proselytes of Archbishop Ximenes, 
Granada, 1500 by Edwin Long (1829-1891) 
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The Vikings invaded Galicia in 844, but were heavily defeated by Ramiro 


| at A Coruna. Many of the Vikings’ casualties were caused by the Galicians' ballistas — powerful torsion- 
powered projectile weapons that looked rather like giant crossbows. 70 Viking ships were captured and 
burned. Vikings returned to Galicia in 859, during the reign of Ordono I. Ordono was at the moment engaged 
against his constant enemies the Moors; but a count of the province, Don Pedro, attacked the Vikings and 
defeated them, destroying 38 of their ships. In the 10th century Abd-ar-Rahman III declared the Caliphate of 
Cordoba, effectively breaking all ties with the Egyptian and Syrian caliphs. The Caliphate was mostly 
concerned with maintaining its power base in North Africa, but these possessions eventually dwindled to the 
Ceuta province. The first navy of the Emir of Cordoba was built after the Viking ascent of the Guadalquivir in 
844 when they sacked Seville.In 942, Hungarian raids on Spain, especially in Catalonia, took place, according 
to Ibn Hayyan's work. Meanwhile, a slow but steady migration of Christian subjects to the northern kingdoms 
in Christian Hispania was slowly increasing the latter's power. The Almohads, who had taken control of the 
Almoravids' Maghribi and al-Andalus territories by 1147, surpassed the Almoravides in fundamentalist Islamic 
outlook, and they treated the non-believer dhimmis harshly. Faced with the choice of death, conversion, or 
emigration, many Jews and Christians left. By the mid-13th century, the Emirate of Granada was the only 
independent Muslim realm in Spain, which survived until 1492 by becoming a vassal state to Castile, to which 
it paid tribute. 
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Alfonso X is credited with the establishment of Castilian (better 
known as castellano, the royal branch of the Spanish language) as 
a literary and scholarly language in the 1200s. 


After the Christian capture of Toledo in 1085, it became the gateway 
for the flow of Islamic knowledge into Europe, and was made 
possible by a great translation movement of Arabic texts into Latin. 
Today the city proudly claims the title of “City of the Three Cultures’. 


Warfare between Muslims and 
Christians 


A battle of the Reconquista from the 
Cantigas de Santa Maria 
Medieval Spain was the scene of almost 
constant warfare between Muslims and 
Christians. 


The Taifa kingdoms lost ground to the Christian 
realms in the north. After the loss of Toledo in 
1085, the Muslim rulers reluctantly invited the 
Almoravides, who invaded Al-Andalus from North 
Africa and established an empire. In the 12th 
century the Almoravid empire broke up again, 
only to be taken over by the Almohad invasion, 
who were defeated by an alliance of the Christian 
kingdoms in the decisive Battle of Las Navas de 
Tolosa in 1212. By 1250, nearly all of Hispania 
was back under Christian rule with the exception 
of the Muslim kingdom of Granada. 


Dynastic union of the Catholic 
Monarchs 


Wedding portrait of the Catholic Monarchs 
In the 15th century, the most important among all of the 
separate Christian kingdoms that made up the old Hispania 
were the Kingdom of Castile (occupying northern and 
central portions of the Iberian Peninsula), the Kingdom of 
Aragon (occupying northeastern portions of the peninsula), 
and the Kingdom of Portugal occupying the far western 
Iberian Peninsula. The rulers of the kingdoms of Castile 
and Aragon were allied with dynastic families in Portugal, 
France, and other neighboring kingdoms. 
The death of King Henry IV of Castile in 1474 set off a 
struggle for power called the War of the Castilian 
Succession (1475-1479). Contenders for the throne of 
Castile were Henry's one-time heir Joanna la Beltraneja, 
supported by Portugal and France, and Henry's half-sister 
Queen Isabella | of Castile, supported by the Kingdom of 
Aragon and by the Castilian nobility. 


Conquest of the Canary Islands, 
Columbian expeditions to the New 


World and African expansion 
The Castilian conquest of the Canary Islands, inhabited by Guanche 


people, took place between 1402 (with the conquest of Lanzarote) and —_ fl Stwwahs: Samms.oss prrsationso ms, 


1496 (with the conquest of Tenerife). Two periods can be distinguished 
in this process: the noble conquest, carried out by the nobility in 
exchange for a pact of vassalage, and the royal conquest, carried out 
directly by the Crown, during the reign of the Catholic Monarchs. By 
1520, European military technology combined with the devastating 
epidemics such as bubonic plague and pneumonia brought by the 
Castilians and enslavement and deportation of natives led to the 
extinction of the Guanches. Isabella and Ferdinand authorized the 1492 
expedition of Christopher Columbus, who became the first known 
European to reach the New World since Leif Ericson. This and 
subsequent expeditions led to an influx of wealth into Spain, 
supplementing income from within Castile for the state that would prove 
to be a dominant power of Europe for the next two centuries. 


Spain established 
colonies in North 
Africa that ranged 
from the Atlantic 
Moroccan coast to 
Tripoli in Libya. Melilla 
was occupied in 1497, 
Oran in 1509, Larache 
in 1610, and Ceuta 
was annexed from the 
Portuguese in 1668. 
Today, both Ceuta and 
Melilla still remain 
under Spanish control, 
together with smaller 
islets known as the 
presidios menores 
(Penon de Velez de la 
Gomera, las Islas de 
Alhucemas, las Islas 
de Chafarinas). 


Taking of Oran 
by Francisco 
Jimenez de 
Cisneros in 
1509. 
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Map of the Spanish Empire 
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The Spanish Empire was the first global empire. It was also 
one of the largest empires in world history. In the 16th 
century, Spain and Portugal were in the vanguard of European 
global exploration and colonial expansion. The two kingdoms 
on the conquest and Iberian Peninsula competed with each 
other in opening of trade routes across the oceans. Spanish 
imperial conquest and colonization began with the Canary 
Islands in 1312 and 1402. which began the Castilian conquest 
of the 

In the 15th and 16th centuries, trade flourished across the 
Atlantic between Spain and the Americas and across the 
Pacific between East Asia and Mexico via the Philippines. 
Spanish Conquistadors, operating privately, deposed the 
Aztec, Inca and Maya governments with extensive help from 
local factions and took control of vast stretches of land In the 
Philippines, the Spanish, using Mexican Conquistadors like 
Juan de Salcedo, conquered the kingdoms and sultanates of 
the islands by pitting Pagans and Muslims against each other, 
thus employing the principle of "Divide and Conquer". They 
considered their war against the native Muslims of the 
Southeast Asia an extension of the Spanish Reconquista 
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Cisneros (sitting) visits the construction of the Hospital 
of the Charity. Sanctuary of the Charity of Illescas 
(Toledo) by Alejandro Ferrant (1844-1917) 


Cisneros (sitting) visits the construction of the Hospital 
of the Charity. Sanctuary of the Charity of Illescas 
(Toledo) by Alejandro Ferrant (1844-1917) 


In the 1520s, large-scale extraction of silver 
from the rich deposits of Mexico's Guanajuato 
began to be greatly augmented by the silver 
mines in Mexico's Zacatecas and Bolivia's Potosi 
from 1546. These silver shipments re-oriented 
the Spanish economy, leading to the importation 
of luxuries and grain. The resource-rich colonies 
of Spain thus caused large cash inflows for the 
country. They also became indispensable in 
financing the military capability of Habsburg 
Spain in its long series of European and North 
African wars, though, with the exception of a few 
years in the 17th century, Taxes in Castile were 
the most important source of revenue. 

Spain enjoyed a cultural golden age in the 16th 
and 17th centuries. For a time, the Spanish 
Empire dominated the oceans with its 
experienced navy and ruled the European 
battlefield with its fearsome and well trained 
infantry, the famous tercios. 
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The) is a palace and fortress complex located in Granada, Andalusia, Spain. The complex was begun in 
1238 by Muhammad | Ibn al-Ahmar, the first Nasrid emir. It was built on the Sabika hill, an outcrop of the 
Sierra Nevada which had been the site of earlier fortresses and of the 11th-century palace of Samuel ibn 
Naghrillah. Later Nasrid rulers continuously modified the site. The most significant construction 
Campaigns, which gave the Comares Palace (or Court of the Myrtles) and the Palace of the Lions their 
definitive character, took place in the 14th century during the reigns of Yusuf | and Muhammad V. 


Charles V (24 February 1500 — 21 September 1558) 
was Holy Roman Emperor and Archduke of Austria 
from 1519 to 1556, King of Spain (Castile and 


Spanish Kingdoms under the 4 Aragon) from 1516 to 1556, and Lord of the 


'G t" Hi b b 4 6th t Netherlands as titular Duke of Burgundy from 1506 
, to 1555. As he was head of the rising House of 
rea a S u rgs ( cen u ry) al Habsburg during the first half of the 16th century, 
his dominions in Europe included the Holy Roman 
Empire, extending from Germany to northern Italy 


Spain's world empire reached its greatest territorial ae yy : ian ce 
extent in the late 18th century but it was under the 7 Y tue Whscs Ge eed 
Habsburg dynasty in the 16th and 17th centuries it yy ind oteacindoea 
reached the peak of its power and declined. The ner ty 
Iberian Union with Portugal meant that the monarch OEE LEMME cre on vtich te Sun never sos 


of Castile was also the monarch of Portugal, but they 


were ruled as separate entities both on the 

peninsula and in Spanish America and Brazil. In 

1640, the House of Braganza revolted against 

Spanish rule and reasserted Portugal's _ 
independence.When Spain's first Habsburg ruler J P= 2 
Charles | became king of Spain in 1516, Spain 
became central to the dynastic struggles of Europe. We i 
After he became king of Spain, Charles also became ' ve -B 
Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor and because of his a i ea 
widely scattered domains was not often in Spain. =® = 


Spain's new empire reached its 
greatest extent in the days of Carlos 
|, grandson of Isabel and Fernando. 
But in the 1600s, conflict took its 
toll. 


Charles V (24 February 1500 - 21 September 1558) 
was Holy Roman Emperor and Archduke of Austria 
from 1519 to 1556, King of Spain (Castile and 
Aragon) from 1516 to 1556, and Lord of the 
Netherlands as titular Duke of Burgundy from 1506 
to 1555. As he was head of the rising House of 
Habsburg during the first half of the 16th century, 
~ his dominions in Europe included the Holy Roman 
_____ Empire, extending from Germany to northern Italy 
with direct rule over the Austrian hereditary lands 
and the Burgundian Low Countries, and the 
Kingdom of Spain with its southern Italian 
possessions of Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia. 
Furthermore, his reign encompassed both the long- 
g fasting Spanish and the short-lived German 
- colonization of the Americas. The personal union of 
_ the European and American territories of Charles V 
~ was the first collection of realms labelled "the 
i _ empire on which the Sun never sets 
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Isabella of Portugal, Charles's 
wife. Portrait by Titian, 1548 


Isabella of Portugal (24 October 1503 - 1 May 
1539), also known as the Empress of the 
Carnation, was the wife of Charles V, Holy 
Roman Emperor; as such, she was Queen of 
Spain and Germany, and Lady of the 
Netherlands, from their marriage on 10 March 
1526 and Holy Roman Empress and Queen of 
Italy from Charles' accession as Emperor on 24 
February 1530 until her death in 1539. Isabella 
was the regent of Spain because of her 
husband's constant travels through Europe, 
ensuring that the kingdom remained 
independent of imperial policies and 
economically healthy during her lifetime. Her 
personal motto was aut Caesar aut nihil (‘either 
Caesar or nothing’). 


Francis I and 
Charles V made 
peace at the 
Truce of Nice in 
1538. Francis 


actually refused 
to meet Charles 
in person, and 
the treaty was 
Signed in 
separate rooms. 


Emperor Charles V and 
Empress Isabella. Peter 
Paul Rubens after 
Titian, 17th century 
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A painting by Bernhard Strigel 
representing the extended 

“ Habsburg family, with a young 

Charles in the middle. 
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In 1556 Charles 
abdicated from his 
positions, giving his 
Spanish empire to his 


only surviving son, Philip 


ll of Spain, and the Holy 
Roman Empire to his 
brother, Ferdinand. 
Philip treated Castile as 
the foundation of his 
empire, but the 
population of Castile 
(about a third of 
France's) was never 
large enough to provide 
the soldiers needed to 
support the Empire. His 
marriage to Mary Tudor 
allied England with 
Spain. 
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Philip Il and the wars of 
religion 
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In the 1560s, plans to consolidate control of the 
Netherlands led to unrest, which gradually led to 
the Calvinist leadership of the revolt and the 
Eighty Years' War. The Dutch armies waged a war 
of maneuver and siege, successfully avoiding set 
piece battles. This conflict consumed much 
Spanish expenditure during the later 16th 
century. Other extremely expensive failures 
included an attempt to invade Protestant England 
in 1588 that produced the worst military disaster 
in Spanish history when the Spanish Armada— 
costing 10 million ducats—was scattered by a 
freak storm. Over 8,000 English sailors died from 
diseases such as dysentery and typhus while the 
Spanish Armada was at sea. 
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The cultural Golden Age (Siglo de Oro) 


The Spanish Golden Age (in Spanish, Siglo de Oro) was a period of flourishing arts and letters in the Spanish 
Empire (now Spain and the Spanish-speaking countries of Latin America), coinciding with the political decline 
and fall of the Habsburgs (Philip III, Philip IV and Charles II). Arts during the Golden Age flourished despite the 
decline of the empire in the 17th century. The last great writer of the age, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, died in 
New Spain in 1695. Decline under the ‘Minor’ Habsburgs (17th century) 

Spain's severe financial difficulties began in the middle 16th century, and would continue for the remainder of 
Habsburg rule. Despite the successes of Spanish armies, at home the period was marked by monetary 
inflation, mercantilism, and a variety of government monopolies and interventions. Spanish kings were forced 
to declare sovereign defaults nine times between 1557 and 1666. Philip Il died in 1598, and was succeeded by 
his son Philip Ill. In his reign (1598-1621) a ten-year truce with the Dutch was overshadowed in 1618 by 
Spain's involvement in the European-wide Thirty Years’ War. Government policy was dominated by favorites, 
but it was also the period in which the geniuses of Cervantes and El Greco flourished. Philip Ill was succeeded 
in 1621 by his son Philip IV of Spain (reigned 1621-65). Much of the policy was conducted by the Count-Duke 
of Olivares. The Count-Duke of Olivares was the inept prime minister from 1621 to 1643. During the Thirty 
Years' War, in which various Protestant forces battled Imperial armies, France provided subsidies to Habsburg 
enemies, especially Sweden. Sweden lost and France's First Minister, Cardinal Richelieu, in 1635 declared 
war on Spain. 
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Louis XIV of France and 
Philip IV of Spain at the 
Meeting on the Isle of 
Pheasants in June 1660, 
part of the process to 
put an end to the 
Franco-Spanish War 
(1635-59). 


By the 17th century, the Catholic Church and Spain had 
showcased a close bond to one another, attesting to the 
fact that Spain was virtually free of Protestantism 
during the 16th century. In 1620, there were 100,000 
Spaniards in the clergy; by 1660 the number had grown 
to about 200,000, and the Church owned 20% of all the 
land in Spain. The Spanish bureaucracy in this period 
was highly centralized, and totally reliant on the king 
for its efficient functioning. Under Charles II, the 
councils became the sinecures of wealthy aristocrats 
despite various attempt at reform. Political 
commentators in Spain, known as arbitristas, proposed 
a number of measures to reverse the decline of the 
Spanish economy, with limited success. In rural areas 
of Spain, heavy taxation of peasants reduced 
agricultural output as peasants in the countryside 
migrated to the cities. The influx of silver from the 
Americas has been cited as the cause of inflation, 
although only one fifth of the precious metal, i.e. the 
quinto real (royal fifth), actually went to Spain. 
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The city of Toledo served as the main revenue of the 
Imperial court of Charles V in Castile. 
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The Habsburg dynasty became 
extinct in Spain with Charles 
II's death in 1700, and the War 
of the Spanish Succession 
ensued in which the other 
European powers tried to 
assume control of the Spanish 
monarchy. King Louis XIV of 
France eventually lost the War 
of the Spanish Succession The 
victors were Britain, the Dutch 
Republic and Austria. They 
allowed the crown of Spain to 
pass to the Bourbon dynasty, 
provided Spain and France 
would never be merged 


This map shows the main participants in the War of the Spanish 
Succession in 1703. Red represents the Grand Alliance while 
blue represents France and allies. 


